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Dear students 
 
We are entering the final weeks of the term, and have also recently crossed the one-year mark 
since Covid-19 forced Singapore into a circuit breaker. I very much hope that you have kept 
safe and stayed healthy during this time. Singapore has emerged well from the circuit breaker, 
with only a small number of community cases being reported a week. The government’s 
vaccination plans are also proceeding smoothly. Unfortunately, the situation is not the same in 
many other places in the world. Some countries continue to report thousands of new cases a 
day as new waves emerge. 
 
Continued suspension of university-sanctioned travel for students 
 
In my message to you on 16 September 2020, I informed you that the University had taken the 
very difficult decision to extend the suspension of all exchange programmes until at least end 
of April 2021, in line with MOE’s guideline to “continue to suspend overseas exchanges that 
are shorter than one year, to all countries”. Over the past few weeks, we have been in active 
consultation with MOE and our partner universities. Given the high level of uncertainty with 
new waves emerging and border control measures imposed with little or no notice, as well as 
taking into consideration the availability of partner universities, the University has decided to 
continue with the suspension of all university-sanctioned travel for students until further notice.  
 
Outbound exchange  
Therefore, all in-person overseas exchange programmes and other short-term overseas 
programmes (including community service projects, internships and international segments of 
programmes, etc.) will continue to remain suspended. Other forms of university-sanctioned 
overseas travel e.g. conferences, research seminars etc. also remain suspended until the 
situation improves significantly and the authorities have relaxed the measures on our travel 
activities.  
 
Inbound exchange  



The University has been receiving requests from partner universities to resume inbound 
exchange for their students. In consultation with MOE who in principle has no issues with 
resuming inbound exchange programmes, the authorities would assist to facilitate the entry of 
the students into Singapore. Hence inbound exchange may be resumed (pending ongoing 
discussions with the partner universities) though there will be no reciprocal outbound exchange 
until the travel restrictions have been lifted by MOE and the University may resume SMU-
sanctioned travel for students.   
 
Travelling over the summer vacation 
 
With the end-of-term break coming up, we understand some students may be making travel 
plans to return to their home countries. We would like to remind students that cross-border 
regulations are subject to changes and may be imposed with little to no notice, for example 
new restrictions have been placed on travellers from India earlier this week. Students who are 
travelling to Singapore will also need to submit applications to seek entry into Singapore. 
Please note that the Immigration and Checkpoints Authority has introduced a new application 
process. Students are reminded to make travel plans early, so as to arrive in Singapore in good 
time for classes in Term 1.  All classes will be conducted on-campus only, and no arrangements 
will be made for remote online teaching/learning. In your travel plans, please take into 
consideration possible delays due to entry approval, flights availability and SHN (and additional 
7 days enforced leave after SHN, where applicable). Please note that SMU will not be 
reimbursing any expenses associated with travel, entry to Singapore, SHN/QO (Quarantine 
Order), etc. Measures on SHN/QO, vaccination, etc. are governed by national policies, which 
are strictly enforced. Please check ICA’s website for more information.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact provost@smu.edu.sg. I wish you all the best for the 
final exams.  
 
 
Kindest regards 
 
Timothy Clark 
Provost 
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